Anthropology 110 Women in Cross-Cultural Perspective

Explanation of an Article Brief
A brief is a summary of a position.  It is designed to summarize the facts, opinions, and conclusions of a particular position in a concise form. They are formal documents which means that the writing style that is employed is different from the style that one might use when discussing the case orally.

Just as a legal brief is written to the Court (audience) with the intention of persuading (purpose) the Court to accept a particular argument, a brief for your position in the ANTH 110 assignment should be a concise, well-crafted document with the intent to convince and does so through careful reasoning based on (selective) facts.

A brief often consists of the following sections: 

1. a statement of the case which, for our purposes, will put the argument in the broader context of the circumcision and FGM debate.  This context will provide an introduction to then understand the second part of the document.

2.  the argument, which attempts to sway the reader's judgment in favor of the author's view.  The relevant and significant facts of the position are presented in a form that supports the argument.

3.  the evaluation of the argument, balanced with opposing arguments.

4.  a conclusion, in which the entire brief is wrapped up, and the reader should be left convinced of the logic of the position.  
Please note that even in this concise format, appropriate citations are required intext and in a references cited section at the end of the brief.  I expect briefs to be approximately 5 pages long pages, double-spaced and typed.  You can have up to a page more if required, but remember this is about quality over quantity.  I doubt you can make a thorough, well supported argument in less than 4 pages.  Untyped briefs will not be accepted.
This is an opportunity to hone your writing skills to be direct, and use information in a convincing tone.  If you have any questions, please come to see me!
