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ike other metropolitan cities in Latin America, Bogotd,

Colombia, is a city of great contrasts. On one hand,
new buildings are sprouting up throughout the city sport-
ing contemporary designs and spiraling to the sky in the
backdrop of the magnanimous Andes Mountains. The
Transmilenio, a rapid transit bus system, shuttles 1.4 million
“Bogotanos” along its 84 km (54 miles) of four-lane arter-
ies throughout the expansive city, reducing travel time by
nearly one-third. Meanwhile, cars and taxies clog up the
streets and avenues that cross-cut the nearly 500-year-old
city, Gargantuan malls, box stores, global fast food chains,
and mega-supermarkets are interspersed between bodegas,
bakeries, and shoe repair shops. Sustained economic growth
in Colombia even during the global recession (World Fact
Book 2010) has resulted in increasing economic prosperity
among a growing middle class. On the other hand, poverty
and hunger are ever present in Colombia’ capital city where
miltitides of homeless and working poor struggle to suz-
vive on a daily basis, Throughout the city homeless people
abound, picking through trash for food or scrap-metal to
sell or begging for money for food, and even perhaps for
drugs and alcohol. They weave in and out of traffic put-
ting life and limb at risk and sometimes resort to mugging
and vandalism. In some neighborhoods graffiti is strewn
throughout the run-down buildings; political statements
calling for revolution and vulgar messages share public
space and add color to the often bleak settings. As in many
other places, there is a widening gap between rich and poor
in Colombia.

While in Colombia recently, two of the authors
(Himmelgreen and Romero-Daza) volunteered to help

distribute food to displaced families on the outskirts of

Bogot4. More than 40 years of political instability and
simmering civil war have resulted in the displacement of
millions of Colombians from the countryside to the cities
to escape the violence of the leftist rebels, drug cartels, and
the rightist paramilitaries.-Even though the violence has
subsided it recent years and the economy has improved,
the number of internally displaced people (IDP) has
grown. Actual figures vary depending on the reporting
source; while the Colombian government estimates that
about 3.4 million people had been displaced by 2010, a
non-governmental source places those numbers at 4.9
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million, with gradual increases over the years (IDMC and
NRC 2010).

In addition to the civil strife, one notable factor that
is fueling this continued-displacement of people as of late
has been La Nifia, a climatic event in which there is a
cyclical cooling of ocean surface temperatures throughout
the tropical Pacific (Nature News 2010). As result, there
has been a significant increase in rainfall and extended
rainy season in several countries including Colombia,
Venezuela, Brazil, and Australia. In Colombia, hun-
dreds of people have died in mudslides and flooding and
over 1.5 million have become homeless because of La
Nifig-related weather (Reuters 2010). Himmelgreen and
Romero-Daza volunteered with the Colombian Family
Welfare Institute (ICBF) and the World Food Program
(WTP) to distribute rice, oil, salt, panela (block of brown
sugar), and Bienestarina {a high nutritionat-value cereal
for infants, pregnant women, and the elderly) to families
who had been displaced by recent mudslides. As in most
cases, these families, who had limited resources before
losing their homes in the mudslides, saw their situation
deteriorate drastically because of the inclement weather.
The Colombian government estimates the rates of food
security (.., access to food of adequate quantity and qual-
ity obtained through socially acceptable means) among
IDP to be about 50%. However, considerably lower figures
of about 30% are reported by non-government bodies
(IDMC and NRC 2010). Thus, while in the short term, this
food assistance serves to protect against malnutrition, it is
only a temporary fix to the much larger problem of global
poverty and food insecurity.

AimMms

Many neo-liberal economists and policy makers (Begovic
et al. 2007, Bhagwati 2004, Sapsford and Garikipati 2006)
have argued that a free-market economy will alleviate pov-
erty worldwide. Unfortunately, this has not been the case
as was evidenced by the Great Recession and Global Food
Crisis (GEC) that began in 2008, The aims of this article
are to discuss the GFC in the context of other recent global
events, examine the causes and consequences of the GFC,

-




atid more importantly, explore the ways in which anthro-
ology can be used to find solutions to the pressing prob-
em. through examples of anthropological case studies and

Tue GREAT RECESSION AND THE
Grosar Foop CRrisis OF 2008

'The global economic recession of 2008 was the worst since
Great Depression of the 1930s. Many countries including
-the United States were teetering on financial disaster; banks
vent out of business, financial markets spiraled downward
like crashing airplanes, and millions of people were laid off
m their jobs. It was during the early part of this Great
Recession that global food prices skyrocketed and the World
vod- Program: (WFP) declared that the increase was the
iggest challenge in its 45-year history, calling the impact a
ent fsunami” that threatened to plunge millions into hun-
(WEP 2008). For example, during the second quarter of
008, the world prices for wheat and maize were three times
s hifgh as they were just five years before, and the price of rice
_fose five times in the same perlod of time, Significant price
increases were found for dairy products, beef, and poultry
ron Braun 2008). The United Nations Food and Agricultural
ffice. (FAO) price index (based on changes on wholesale
{ food commodities) increased by 9% in 2006, 24% in

any: people; particularly those living in poverty who earn
s§:than $2 a day and spend up to 70% of their income on
od: (Clemmitt 2008), these increases on the cost of food
¢ the potential to cause much pain and suffering,

Before the current GFC, the FAQ estimated that 923
illion people were undernourished worldwide (FAQ 2008).
'_In 009 it was estimated that more than one billion people
ere: undernourished,. reflecting an increase of nearly 75
illion since the beginning of the GEC (FAO 2009). This is
ounding considering that this represents more than 1/7th
-the. world's population (U.S. Census Bureau 2011).
Although the impact of the GEC is felt more strongly
i1 poorer countries, it has also been felt in wealthier coun-
fes such as the United States. Food insecurity; which is a
easure of inadequate physical, social, or economic access
¢od (FAO 2006), has recently risen to its highest lev-
els.since natlonally representative surveys were begun in
95. Food insecurity takes place when there is difficulty in
feeding one or more household members at some point in
time during the previous year. In- 2007, 11.1% of households
were observed to be food insecure (Nord et al. 2008). The
rate increased to 14.6% in 2008 and 14.7% in 2009 (Nord et
al. 2009, 2010). This translates into over 49 million people
ord et al, 2010) or about 16% of the entire U.S. popula-
tion. Seventeen million children live in food insecure house-
holds (Nord et al. 2009). Single parents, African Americans,
and Hispanics are much more likely to live in food insecure
houscholds than whites, Food insecurity is not only asso-
ciated with undernutrition, but also with overweight and
obesity, which are more prevalent in wealthier countries.

007;-and 51% in 2008 (Darnton-Hill and Cogill 2010): For:
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Increasing global food insecurity and economic infla-
tion have resulted in riots in more than 20 countries and
non-violent demonstrations in at least 30 more (Messer
2009; Benson et al, 2008). This was especially so in develop-
ing countries where there is a heavy dependence on foreign
food imports such as rice, wheat, corn, and soybeans. The
anger and civil strife were evidenced in countries like Haiti
(Mazzeo 2009} and, more recently, in Tunisia and Egypt,
where rising food and fuel prices in addition to anti-govern-
ment sentiment led to the ousting of the President and the
fall of the entire government in the former (Ridgwell 2011)
and the ousting of President Hosni Mubarak after three
decades in power in the latter.

Although food prices stabilized for a period of time
after the worst of the Great Recession was over, they began
to climb again by the end of 2010. In fact, they hit a record
high in late December 2010, according to the United
Nation’s FAC (CNN 2011). Fortunately, the price of some
food staples such as rice has remained stable, but there is a
serious concern about the rising price of wheat in the face of
poor harvests in Australia where weather-related flooding
has taken a dramatic toll on agriculture. Other increases in
the price of sugar, oil, seeds, and meat (CNN 2011) are of
concern not only in developing countries but also in indus-
trialized ones where these commeodities are extensively used

, in the fast-food industry and production of processed foods.
Along with increased food prices there has been a significant

increase in the use of food assistance programs, for instance
in the United States, especially among people who are out
of work or who do not earn enough money to buy food and
pay for other living expenses such as housing, utilities, and
prescription medications,

Causes AND CONSEQUENCES

In general, there has been a relative decline in global food
prices since 1870 (Von Braun et al. 2008). However, there
have been three major spikes in food prices over that time:
the period following World War 1I as Europe and Japan
recovered from the devastation; in the early 1970s after the
Arab Oil Embargo, when oll prices skyrocketed and gas
rationing was initiated; and most recently in 2008 at the
beginning of the Great Recession. While the factors asso-
ciated with these stratospheric increases in food prices are
complex and interrelated, there are several other key ones
that can be discussed in order to understand the current

- GFC.

Bio FueL PropucTION AND TRADE

With growing concern over the dependence on oil, there
has been a push to increase the production of bio fuels in
countries like the United States. Asaresult, American farm-
ers have reduced the amount of land used for soybean pro-
duction and have increased agricultural acreage for maize,
which is used to produce ethanol (Von Braun et al. 2008).
In 2006, for example, the United States diverted 20% of its
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maize crop (14 million tons) for ethanel (Vidal 2007). This
trend continues and has contributed to a reduction of maize
and soybeans, as well as other cereals available for trade on
global markets, thereby resulting in significant increases in
food prices. Although people from poorer countries have
been disproportionately affected by these increases, there is
the potential for food prices to soar in wealthier countries,
where unemployment remains high and wages are stagnant.
The ability of families and individuals to be food secure will
be further challenged if something is not done to reverse
this trend.

CrLiMATE CHANGE

While the public debate over climate change still rages, there
is growing evidence of its impact on food systems and liveli-
hoods (that is, the ways people support themselves and sub-
sist), Droughts in some regions and flooding in other areas
have contributed to unstable grain production; for instance,
the decline in wheat production and availability of edible
oils (Darnton-Hill and Cogill 2010). Dry weather in North
America and in parts of Asia affected wheat production in
major producers such as the United States and the Ukraine,
As supplies tightened and demand grew, the cost of these
food commodities increased, making it very difficult for
poorer people to purchase them because their food dol-
lars were already stretched to the limit. Crop- and specific-
regions forecasts suggest that climate change will adversely
impact the production of some-food crops in food insecure
regions around the world in the coming:years: (Conceigéo
and Mendoza 2010). Also, with changing weather patterns
and the encroachment of land, it is becoming increasingly
difficult for nomadic peoples to raise livestock for meat and
milk consumption and to use for trade for other food com-
modities (Clemmitt 2008).

MiGRATION, DECLINES IN
AGRICULTURAL SUPPORT,
AND GLOBAL MARKETS

As people find it more difficult to produce enough food to
meet their needs they are increasingly moving to urban cen-
-tersin search of work for survivak. Asa result, the production
of food is falling into the hands of fewer and fewer people.
At the same time, agricultural multi-national companies
-are displacing small-scale farmers in order to meet the food
demands of a growing global population and modernizing
economies, These large-scale producers rely more on fertil-
izer and irrigation for higher yields than their small-scale
counterparts. This not only pushes the price of food higher,
but also poses significant environmental hazards. Moreover,
as demand for meat products increase, more agricultural
commodities are being diverted for animal feed, thereby
further contributing to the rise in food prices (Bloem et al.
2010}, Although there have been efforts to increase small-
scale, sustainable agriculture, assistance for farming has
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been halved in developing countries between 1984 and 2004
(Mittal 2009). Finally, while the removal and reduction of
trade tariffs have stimulated global economic growth in
recent decades, such growth has come at the expense of the
small-scale farmer who no longer can compete with these
multi-national companies (Mittal 2010),

Imreact or THE Foop Crisis oN
Hearras aAnp WELL-BEING

'The GFC has resulted in inadequate access to food for a
great number of individuals and families all over the world.
As food prices rise, and buying capacity diminishes, malnu-
trition becomes more and more common, Malnutrition can
manifest itself as undernutrition, with the obvious signs of
extreme weight-loss among children and adults and stunted
or arrested growth among babies and children. However,
even when. there.is-adequate intake of calories, malnutri-
tion can-occur in the form of overweight and obesity when
there i§ over-reliance on inexpensive foods such as pasta,
white bread, rice; and: other non-fortified cereal grains,
and & decrease in the consumption of fruits and vegetables.:
While these carbohydrate-laden foods provide enough, and
often excessive, amounts of calories, they tend.to be void
of essential minerals and vitamins, As a result, people may
experience a paradoxical combination of excessive weight
and inadequate nutritional status,

Inadequate nutritional status is associated with many
negative health outcomes. At the most general level, there
is a clear relationship between malnutrition and infection.
This association, termed the malnutrition-infection cycle,
was first postulated by Scrimshaw and colleagues (1968), to
describe the mechanisms by which nutritional deficiencies
lead to the weakening.of the immune system, thus making
individuals more susceptible to infectious diseases, This cre-
ates a vicious cycle, as infections further deplete the organ-
ism of needed nutrients, thus resulting in worse health
outcomes. A clear example of this cyclic interaction can
be seen in the context of HIV in resource-poor countries,
Individuals who are malnourished are more likely to have
compromised immune systems, which make them more
vulnerable to HIV infection. The virus further depletes the
nutritional reserves of those infected and, in the absence of
adequate nutrition and medical treatment, quickly results in
muscle wasting and extreme weight loss. The cycle of mal-
nutrition and infection also hasiens the progression of the
disease and may lead to premature death (Suttmann et al.
1995; Tang 2003). Alarmingly, lack of access to basic food
resources. also increases. the risk for HIV/AIDS as indi-
viduals who-are food insecure and have no other means of
obtaining food may involve themselves in behaviors such as
transactional sex (Bryceson and Fonseca 2006, Shah et al.
2002, Weiser et al. 2007),

Malnutrition during the prenatal period may result
in low-birth. weight and, in severe cases, in intra-uterine
growth restriction (IUGR). It can also lead to compro-
mised immune systems and lowered immune response




ion- between nutritional deficlencies and fetal abnor-
such as spina bifida and anencephaly (Carmichel
2007) Babies whose immune systems are not strong
ore-prone to chronic and acute infections, which lead
crease morbidity and mortality. In fact, malnutrition-
ted conditions such as diarrheal infection are the num-
onie cause of death among neonates and young children
d the world.-Diarrheal infection, in turn, further com-
ses the childs nutritional status by causing a lack of
te and anorexia, decreasing absorption of essential
s, and contributing to the direct loss of much needed
erals and vitamins. For pregnant women, malnutrition
esult in serious depletion of stored fat, compromised
une system, and pregnancy loss.
uring childhood conditions such as marasmus and
rkor, both of them the result of Protein Energy
sutrition (PEM), as well as micronutrient deficiencies,
s.Vitamin A, iron, and zinc deficiencies, are especially
mon. During the first two years of life, when most of the
am_development occurs in humans, malnutrition can have
us negative consequences for children. The actual rate of
. growth can be slowed and cognitive development may
ompromised, potentially leading to long-term effects,
nourished children may also exhibit developmental
(both in social and motor skilis), and may become
hargic and unresponsive, For older children, malnutri-
may lead to anxiety, apathy, delays in the development
cial skills, and difficulties in concentration, thus affect-
chool performance (Levitsky, David and Strupp 1995,
wwe and King 2001, Scrimshaw 1998).
While the health and well-being of adults of all ages can
ipromised by lack of access to nutritious food, elderly
le are at heightened risk under conditions of food
unty Malnutrition. may significantly decrease elderly
physical and cognitive abilities,.and may magnify
eterious effects of other conditions such as diabetes,
 blood pressure, or cardiovascular disease, Among the
ly, especially those that are home-bound or institution-
d, malnutrition can result in defays in healing of exist-
jounds, higher susceptibility to infections, functional
¢, and delays in recovering from acute health condi-
ns (Hajjar et al, 2004).
While the links between the Global Food Crisis, mal-
trition, and compromised nutritional health are patently
us, the GEC also has important implications for mental
th, As described previously, one of the effects of the food
is has been the increase in the number of people who
ood insecure,” that is, people who do not have access
ood of enough quantity and quality obtained in socially
eptable ways. The inability to obtain food for themselves
or. their dependents often leads people to experience
eased levels of anxiety, irritability, overall stress, depres-
1, and- social isolation {Collins 2009, Hamlin et al, 2002;
in et al. 2005; Whitaker et al. 2006). For example, stud-
in Africa demonstrated an association between food
curity and anxiety disorder (Sorsdahl et al. 2010), and

g newborns. Research also indicates a possible asso-
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even with more serious depression (Hadley and Patil 2006).
Most of these mental conditions are found among the adults
(especially mothers) who face food insecurity. However, a
domino effect is created as caregivers’ ability to function
and to relate effectively to their children is impaired. This
results in increased levels of anxiety and stress among other
houschold members. Thus, as economic conditions con-
tinue to deteriorate and more and more people experience
the ravaging effects of the GFC, we are bound to see further
deterioration of the physical, mental, and social health and
well-being of millions and millions of individuals in all cor-
ners of the world.

RoLE orF ANTHROPOLOGY IN FINDING
SoLuTioNns To THE GFC

Given the tremendous impact of the GFC on the physical,
mental, social, and economic well-being of populations
around the world, there has been a call to “bring clarity and
understanding to the forces underlying the food crisis to
enable policymakers to establish a sustainable, food secure
future” (Katz 2008:4). In response to this call, we would
like to touch on some of the ways that anthropologists can
contribute to understanding the complexities of the global
food crisis and to informing strategies to address related
outcomes. One important task for anthropologists is to

* highlight the ways in which political and economic contexts

of food insecurity and inequities are felt locally, in com-
munities and in households, or even reflected in the body
itself. Often, the descriptions of such events as the “global
food crisis” report larger, global trends, without paying due
attention to the ways in which such overall patterns translate
into actual consequences for households and individuals.
By eliciting and highlighting the lived-experience of those
most drastically affected by economic and food insecurity,
anthropology can contribute much to a grounded under-
standing of such events,

1t has been noted that within anthropology, the study
of nutrition—and we would argue, food security—is funda-
mentally a bio-cultural endeavor (Dufour 2010). Elsewhere,
the authors have posited that one way anthropologists can
contribute to illustrating the connections between macro
level processes and individual-level experience is through
the systematic assessment of nutritional status and food
insecurity among individuals and households (Romero-
Daza et al. 2009), Using a combination of qualitative and
quantitative methodologies, such as anthropometric mea-
surements and dietary intake surveys (e.g, food recalls
and food frequency questionnaires), important informa-
tion about the growth and nutritional status of children
and adults can be obtained. Further, food insecurity can be
measured through surveys (such as the Household Food
Insecurity Access Scale [see Coates, Swindale, and Bilinsky
2007]) and in-depth interviews. This systematic assessment
can provide very important insights into the different ways
in which the impact of the GFC is manifested among and
even within populations,
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Importantly, such analyses can lead to recognition that

some groups are more vulnerable to the impacts of food-

crises than others. Darton-Hill and Cogill (2009) point out
those segments of the population already considered vul-
nerable, such as women, children, refugees, internally dis-
~ placed populations, and minorities, often bear the brunt of
food and financial crises. While this is undoubtedly true, the
GFC has also brought to the fore the vulnerability of groups
that had, for the most part, been considered much less sus-
ceptible to the vagaries of food scarcity. For example, Hadley
and colleagues (2009) draw attention to the experiences of
youth in urban and rural Ethiopia, Through the use of house-
hold questionnaires and interviews with adolescents, these
researchers examined changing levels of food insecurity
during the course of the food crisis, and identified predic-
tors of vulnerability. Results showed not only that there were
high levels of food insecurity among youth, but that there
was an increase in such levels through the food crisis, espe-
cially among youth from the poorest households and those
in rural areas. Thus, as this study suggests, anthropologists
can contribute to the assessment of changes in food security
levels within single populations through time, by means of
carefully constructed and rigorous longitudinal research.
The fact that urban and rural households are often
differentially affected by various food and financial crises
has increasingly been recognized. Darton-Hill and Cogill

(2009) note that while the poor are most affected and rural

areas have disproportionate numbers of the impoverished,
.the urban poor experience the ravages of the food crisisina
:somewhat different, and often more drastic, ways. Both rural
and urban poor may have to purchase much of their food;
however, the rural poor may in fact have more options to
-access food, such as the ability to produce their own foods.
The impact of the food crisis on urban populations was dem-
onstrated in a vulnerability study of households in Lesotho
in 2008. It was noted that while the majority of the ultra-
poor population lived in rural areas, households in urban
areas were found to have the highest level of food insecurity
{Lesotho Disaster Management Authority [DMA], Lesotho
Vulnerability Assessment Committee [LVAC] and the UN
World Food Programme [WFP] 2008). It is estimated that
poor households spend between 75 percent and 80 percent
of their income on food purchases alone (IRIN 2009). In
urban areas 15,000 people faced a “critical food deficit,
defined as the inability to meet their food needs through
production, purchases or other means of acquisition (DMA,

LVAC, and WEP 2008)., Over half of urban houscholds

admitted to borrowing food to get by, and more than 40
percent reduced the number of meals consumed per day
(DMA, LVAC, and WEP 2008). Declining maize production
and increasing prices were indicated as affecting access to
food; maize prices increased 300% since 2004/2005, and the
price of cooking oil rose 100% between May 2007 and May
2008 (LVAC 2008). These increases affected most house-
holds; however, the prices of commodities in urban areas
increased at higher rates than prices in rural areas (DMA,
LVAC, and WEFP 2008). Because of the increase in food

prices, a 41% expenditure deficit for urban households was
expected over the next year, taking into account the costs of
staple and minimum non-staple items, such as soap, paraf-
fin for heating, matches, cooking oil, beans, salt and other
household necessities (LVAC 2008). The deficit did not
account for expenses such as education, medical costs, farm
inputs, or other expenses such as rent, watet, or electricity
(LVAC 2008).

Another area to which anthropologists can contribute
is through the examination of trade and food provisioning
policies, with special emphasis on how global policies are
localized, In the essay “Practicing Anthropology in a Time
of Crisis;” Brondo {2010) highlights the need for anthro-
pologists to document the effects of resource scarcity and
increasing power of transnational corporations on margin-
alized peoples. Such work can serve to situate globaliza-
tion into local contexts, Additionally, in an examination
of changes experienced by residents of southern Belize,
Zarger emphasizes the importance of including the “politi-
cal and historical ecologies of land use and food produc-
tion when considering the local impacts of global food
crises” (2009:130), Zarger underscores the role of structural
adjustment and related trade policies in contributing to
shifts in food production practices, yet points out that such
shifts in food production are not necessarily new to Mayan
livelihoods.

While initially addressing the ways economic policies
have affected Haiti’s vulnerability to the food crisis, Mazzeo
(2009) also explored variations in rural livelihoods as con-
tributing to differences in how communities experience
food crises, He notes that lack of access to food in Haiti
is “not a problem of supply; it's because of the high cost
of living” (Mazzeo 2009:115). Further, he argues that the
country’s burgeening dependence on staple food imports
contributed significantly to its vulnerability to the food
crisis and continues to present problems in terms of food
security. While such broad analyses are useful to provide
context, Mazzeo also explores several case studies of rural
livelihoods in varying areas of Haiti. By recognizing the dif-
ferences between multiple rural communities, anthropolo-
gies can contribute to tailoring solutions which are both
appropriate and sustainable.

Although it is important to understand not only the
larger social, political and economic context in which such
crises occur as well as the local realities in which they are
felt, it is also of vital importance for anthropologists to fol-
low Lois Stanford’s (2008) call for an analysis of the link-
ages between global and local food systems. Rosing {(2009)
suggests a method for studying these linkages, with the goal
of teasing out the ways household and individual decisions
about food are constrained and how they cope. In a study in
the Dominican Republic he urges researchers to follow food
from table to source rather than confining themselves to the
typical examination of consumption as an outcome of pro-
duction. Starting from an ethnographically grounded exam-
ination at the household level, Rosing traces factors related to
food acquisition, taking us from the home to neighborhood




place; the availability of staples in focal markets,
litics of food imports. Anthropologists can
ntribute to these examinations by coupling such
_fh systematic nutrition assessment to determine
such factors at different levels.
- it is in Colombia, Lesotho, Haiti, Ethiopia, or
1se in the world, the Global Food Crisis has had
mental effects for the health and well-being of
individuals and families, including many in the
nfortunately, it is very likely that such effects
to:be felt, especially in light of the very unpre-
$ brought about by global climate change. For
hile the IDP populations with whom the authors
t in Bogotd experienced a little respite when the
aing stopped for a few weeks, this was short lived.
ther- deteriorated again, severe mudslides, road
and ruined crops were once again daily occur-
creasing levels of food insecurity and ill-health
women, and children from the poorest areas of
r were further fueled by rises in the price of ofl,
increased the price of basic food staples. While
ionefforts are very valuable and certainly allevi-
tuation in which the most vulnerable people find
they are:a temporary—and often unsustainable—
nicerted effort to address the multiplicity of fac-
tiomic, political, and environimental) that put
riskis needed to design and implement long-lasting
“that respond to the needs of local communities, It
y in this area that anthropologists and other social
an best contribute their skills and expertise.
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